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Prirded from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Residents protest dog feeding zones in hsg soc
despite HC order

TMN | Sep 5, 2023, 04.31 AM IST

Navi Murnbai: The conflict between dog feeders and those against feeding dogs inside the plush Seawoods
Estate Ltd Phase-1 (SEL/NRI Complex) continues despite an earlier high court verdict and the order of
Maharashtra Animal Welfare Board [MAWE) to provide six dog feeding zones within the complex.While feeders
have reiterated their demand before the Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation (MMMC] to install six 'Dog Feeding
Zone' signboards inside SEL, residents opposing it on Monday held a peaceful agitation at SEL, urging the NMMC
not to put up any dog feeding Zone signages as they have already identified three feeding zones just outside the
complex where stray dogs can be fed.

Local resident Sharmila Saankar, who had petitioned in the Bombay HC and got a favourable ruling on having
dog feeding zones inside SEL as per the animal birth contral (ABC 2023) rules, said that their struggle to make
local authorities ensure dog feeding zones are allocated inside the complex still continues.

"These are elderly and neutered dogs. But a group of around 30 residents are trying to manipulate the laws to
throw out the animals like trash. It is up to the authorities to ensure rule of law and basic human kindness

succeeds,” said Saankar.

The MAWR has also directed the NMMC to implerment the HC order and ABC rules. Chairperson of SEL Vineeta
Srinandan who participated in the agitation told TOI, "With increasing incidences of stray dog bites, we had
provided three demarcated feeding areas on an adjacent, vacant land to minimize human-animal conflict. In fact,
a few dogs are already happily being fed there. This has reduced stray dog bite cases to almost zero.”
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However, advocate Siddh Vidya, who had represented feeders in the HC, said, "Even after final court verdict, the
managernent is still not allowing dog feeding inside complex. Are they above |aw?"

However, another SEL resident, Jayant Hudar, informed: * “The rule to impose a fine of Rs 5000 on anyone who
feeds dogs inside the complex was implemented in our annual general meeting (AGM). Also, the guards do not
harass the rebel feeders, but anly click photos as proof that they broke the SEL rule”

The NMMC deputy municipal commissioner, Shriram Pawar, who also lives at NR| Complex, said: " "l am a part of
the HC recognized Committee to monitor animal welfare here. However, as an NMMC official, | can only do
vaccination and sterilization of these dogs at SEL. For putting signboards at the six feeding sites inside SEL, the
local residents have to cooperate and allow this to be done™

However, advaocate Vidya countered: ™ " Firstly, DMC Pawar is a resident of SEL, so there is a conflict of interest,
Also, the dog feeding signboard have to be put up by the NMMC, with the help of local police.”
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